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Some Lurid Crimes of the:ri

French Revolution.

BLEUS, RLANCE ET ROUGES. Récits
d'Histotre Révolutlonnalre d'Aprds des
Poetments  Tnddhes Par . Lenotr

hots par Deloche

g Perrin et Cie
has been occupied for
many vears with the history of ths
French Revolution and has filled nearly
u seore of volume= with the fruoits of
I8 researches. . In each new book that
pathlizhea he brings forward really
fresh mater and treats it with the

vh

saine insj 2 1o The truth is

MADAME
port

Wit in

that this seasoned man of letters has
inexhaustible

not only & buovant and

erpthnslagin for his work, hut a remark-
ahle fomb of warm, humage sympathy.

With leart as well ag with imagina-
tion Wecthrows himseif back into the
period. of, the Terror, and to be in hi
eompany g8 actually to live over again
dramas nominally gead and buried
N other living writer has his gift for

reviving the very color and movement

ollowed him to the island of Jersey,
nd in due course his absence exposed |
his wife to the gravest peril. She was I
imprudent enough to glve shelter to |
two priests. who, like so many of their ‘
fellows, could only exercise their hul.\-"
them |

|

functions in hiding. One of

seeretly united in marriage, according
to the rites of the Church’a couple of |

| peasants who were not content with |
1

A

of French socicty nt thestime of its
tragle overturn Into the melting pot,
and M. Lenotre is equally distingulshed

for the scholarly documentation of his
romaptic narratives
On this latter point
has been here and there some dissent.
but fem!liarity itings has
tnclined ug to confidence In hie moth-
ode, and thesé, as it happens, are per-
tlenlarly well fustified in the introduc-
tion he provides for the present colled
tion of some half & dozen “historiettes”
Replying to one of his cricies,
'dfntaii,\' to all those commentotors who
‘have accused Mim of und heighten-
ing the effect of his facts hy the use of
a too férvid fmagination, he analyzes a
gallent and, tarning to his

we kpow, there

with his wr

and inci-

“oase,"

the mon-religions wedding r-nhsul!-rmii
sy flicient the authorities. |
Whereupon a fanatical brother of the |
hridegroom, worming the truth out of |
him, forthwith denounced the fugitive |
churchmen, and Le Roux l‘!:r-ffrlul-(-ls,i
CATTY=-

by civie

by this time a merciless judge

| enecute,
| Marcean, who gave Angélique des Mel-

in the last of M. Lenotre's papers

“Auguste,” there is something of tragi-
comedy, Auguste de Voyneau, the son
of one of Charette’s well-born ama-
zons, is lost while temporarily out of
his mother's care. Clreumstances cofi-
vince her that he has been killed, and
when after a few vears the child re-
appears, Mme. de Voyneau refuses Lo
recognize him, to the scandal of all her

people. Her husband ls hrought to

share her views, and presently the twni

go to court, geeking to rid themselves
of a youth they regard as an intolera-
ble incubue, The case drags on for
vears before it Is decided in the favor
of these unnatural parents,

As we have shown, the crimes and
miseries of the Terror descended upon
all manner of people, In all sorts of
fantastical ways. But a glngle stern
element runs through every one of M.
Lenotre's pages, the element of a ruth-
jessness peculiar to the comparatively
small number of officials charged with
administering revolutionary “justice.”
Somewhere in this book the author
confesses himself unable to say what it
was that moved thosge heartless func-
tionaries, whether mere cruelty and
malice or a kind of madness, No one
was safe from their petty vindictive-
ness and no one dared to dispute thelr
wi)l.
civilian,
himself “the audacity of compasgsion,”
and he had to be eareful, walking
warily under the eve of those “logal”
personages whose orders he was set Lo
It was a soldler, General

lers the safe-conduct which ahonld

Pity wis iteelf a crime for the |
Only the soldier could grant |
1

vears ago, It is well worth while to
repeat these words to-day, at the end
of his task, so far as it has been given
him to complete a work that is an
honor to Amerlean scholarship.

MONTE CARLO

Where ‘‘Heaven Kisses Hell"
Under Azure Skies.

MONACO AND MONTE CARLO. By
Adolphe Smith. With elght reproduc-
tHons in color from drawings by Charles
Marcsco Pearce, and with forty-elght
illustrations in black and white. large
gvo, pp. 4. Phlladelphia: The J. 1
Lippincott Company.

This sumptuous volume falls into two
sections, the first one of which deals
with the history of Monaco from the
days of the Pheenlcians, who called it
the Port of Hercules and made it a
way station on thelr voyages through
the Straits of Cibraltar, down to our
own day. The House of Grimaldi, from
which descendad the present rulev
of the principality, bullt a fortress
there early in the thirteenth century,
under the suzerainty of Genoa, ani
througheout the middle ages the little |
country had its share of intrigue and
warfiare by sea and land. Legends are
told, the truth is sifted from fictlon; in |
<hort, the author has thoroughly ap-|
Slied himself to the writing of what he |
himself declares to he the firat general
work on its suhject, embracing not only ‘
past history, but alse an account of
present-day Monagesian economie, #o-
¢lal and political conditfons. |

There is a tribute to the justly fa-
gelentific  attalnments of the

|
i
is

mous

seems probable

have preserved her life, and when she | present ruler of the principality, espe-
of it aml guillotined It | My In the Neld of oceanography, and |
that her persecutors | aign a statement of his serviees to in- |
were hoping to strike at him for daving | ternational diplomacy, which from the |
to show kindness chlld of thelauthor's appear to he far!
Vendfe over her weak shoulders. Ver- | greater than s generally koown. It
ily, the French lived in chaos while | wae for instance, according to him, the
ii'r1nnr of Monaco to whom Emperor

was robbed

LU account

FICTION

New Novels by Mary Hallock
Foote and Others.

. OREGON'S PIONEERS.

A PICKED COMPANY. A Novel. By

416

Mary Hallock Foote. 12mo, pp. 05
Boston: The Houghton Mifin Com-
pany.

This is a serious and meritorious
Amerlean historical novel, not to he
confounded with the ‘“romances” of
which we had a surfeit only & few
years ago. [t bears on every page ovi-
dence of serions preparation and under-
gtanding, not of events alone, but of
the native gpirit that brought them to
pass, while yet It never degenerales
from legitimate fletlon into a mere dle-
gulged chroniele of facts. The sottle-
ment of Oregon in the 40's has fur-
nished the author with her subject.
&he follows on the long trail a party of
Calvinistle New Englanders, ruled by
thelr Puritan pastor in the spirit of the

Old Testament, but led by an ad-
venturer of the opening West. And as
he is the black sheep among the

Chosen, so is the daughter of an Eng-
lish West Indian slaver the vessel of
infquity that brings upon them many
sorrows and mich shame. Her one
follows on her downward career in the
San Francisco of the gold rush o a
marringe that comes too late to rederm
her.

The story has many merits, not only
of Purltan characterization in indl-
vidualg and the aggregate, hut also of
dramaltic action, Mrs.

Inetdent and

| thut never reached beyond the verge.

Foote Introdiuces Whitman, of course, |

but only incidentally in a meeting on
the way., The great historieal eontro-
versy over the purpese and the results
of hig famong winter trip to Washing-
of - her

within the scope

es

ton not

| the Terror endured,
]

PLUTARCH

Professor Perrin's Third and
' Last Volume,

| PLUTARCH'S NICIAS AND AlLLCL-
BIADES. Newly transiated, with intro-
duction and notes, by Bernardotte Per
| rin, Lampson Profeesor (emeritus) of
H : Literature and MHistory In Yale
; raity fvo, pp. xi, 5 Charles
. er's Bons,

Twelve vears have elapsed gince Pro-
fegsor Perrin published the first of his
| projected four volumes of annotated
from Plutarch’'s “Lives.

valnme, “Themistoclea and |

o |

transiations
That firgt
Aristides,” magnificently fulfilled its an- |
[ thor's donble purpose of hringing ]‘Inll]ﬂi
| to us the artistic and ethical quality of i

| 111 substance, therefore let theny at least |

Willlnm confided the truth about the
Dreyfus charges, and it was he who
communicated them to Preaident Faure
most dramatically only a few hours
before his death.

Monnco has been made Into an earth-
Iv paradise by M. Blanc and his fa-
mous easgine, It is ha who brought
prosperity to the little state, who en-
abled ft to sanitate and beautify and
adorn Itself, and who showed how the
foreigner could be made to pay the tax. |
Indeesd, he is made to pay nearly an |
the taxes. M. Blane looms in thn'.'
author's eves as n sort of misjudged |
genfus of the business world, almost
as a hbenefiuctor of humanity, with|
theories about the responsibilities of
Peapla must gamble, he sayn |

wenlth

TAUPLN.

Blancs et

Hougs |

ing on the work of the Terror, gathered |

| both the priests and Mme. Taupin into |

his nat M cannot ulln-ntlltr\t\‘:.
prove 41, but he has some warrant for
the surmisze that the judge, at whose
infatuation for Taupin's wife we hm'--i
already _glaneed, was willing to glve |
the woman her life in exchange for her I
But ‘
She went to the scaffold for her

Rovali=t  convictions,

Lenotre

favors, ghe was made of herole
stuil
religions  and
leaving five voung children behind her.

the

It ‘'« fmpossible (o exaggerate
rhitrary, Inhuman character of this|
nffair, Mme, Taupin was mllriia-!'"d:
with the senseless brutality of a hlood- |

Loltered man wantonly strangling n.l

helpless animal. tut she was to be
dramatically revenged, Taupin did |
not heur at onee of the catastrophe
whit ad hefallen him, and by the

time news reached him Le Ronx Cheff- I
dubois had retired to his country es- |
tate, the husband
made hig way one night, and, surpris-
ing the ex-judge in his bedroom, Killed |
him with- a- bullet, It is significant
that nothing serious was done at the
and pres-

Thither ontrnged

time Lo trace the assassin,

| ently he had the boldneas to reappear

authorities, gives chapter and verse to |
‘show how neticulous he has been in |

"‘hi= fidelity to them. Going on. more-
over, to the questions of his “sensa-
tionalism"” and the comparatively
important and obscure nature of some
o1 hiz themes, he justly points out that
the
plofted are, after all,, profoundly rep-
resentative, and Jdo much to inltiate ns
"into -the very core of the Revolution-
Ary movement. The
humble are no less eloguent
.atudent of thiz epoch in
tory than' are those of royal victims,
and perhaps they do even more in help-
Mng us to reallze the full weight of that

\in-

minor {tncldents he has o often ex-

agonics
the

his-

for
French

trial through which the people of the |
)
wonder that the playwrighis and nov-

country passed and the muanner In
which they bore themselyves.

The episodes traversed In the hook
before us are especially slgnificant of
the muonstrous conditions imposed by
the Terror upon provineial communi-
ties. The scum that rose to the sur-
face In Paris was poisonous enough in
its reaction upon the socinl fabric, but
it was very nearly surpassed by the in-
fluences at work in the smuller towns
and on the couniryside. There there
was greater scope for private malice
and revenga.
low type of mind and
Irtefly invesated by their Parislan mas-
ters  with practically

a

autbority, could turn some sequestered :

localty into a hell, out of the depths of
which innocent men, women and chil-
dren might ory in valpn., The first of M,
Lenotre's narratives, “Taupin,” sup-
pliex a thrilling {ilustration. There
was @ man of this name, in service
with the Bishop of Tréguler, lving
happlly in that little Bréton town when
its inhabitants were first beginning to
feel the stir of the coming storm. He
had & wife and children, and the for-
mér would appear to have unwittingly
nitracted the specious attentions of one
Le Ropx Cheffdubols, an ofcial like-
wise attached to the administration of
the , cathedral. - Bishop L&  Mintier,
divining the Revolution, pulblicly gave
warning of the horrors he foresaw, and

1y the>upshot his Royalist attitude

compelled him to emigrate. Taupin

of the |

|

| the

|

| eiting

immeasurable | the new divinity honored In the Féte

In “Tréguier with the afirmation that
he had never emigrated. For a while |
he waz left in peace, but ultimately, un]
political grounds, was imprisoned and |
sentenced deportation. Sent to|
Cayenne, he conirived to escape, and |
after many adviuiures returned to his
native provinee. At ihe head of a band |
of men, proscribicd (ke himself, he en- |
gaged in guerilla warfare and made |
his name to be dreaded until he wun:
shot In a colllslon with the government
troops. The mild and harmless servant
of a Blshop had been turned by the
atroclons processes of the Revolution
of the most formidable of

Lo

nto oOne

Chouans,
yvield & more amazing
It is a

Could fictlon
story than that of Tauphm?
eligta do not pillage M. Lenotre's en-
thralling volumes, ‘Taupin 18 perhaps
mogt  pleturesque figure among
thoge he now portrays, but in all his
chapters there are men or women |
whose experiences are of the most ex-
interest, In “lLe Marlage de
Mongieur de Bréchard” we read of a |
peaceful nobleman of Achun who is |
first despolled of much of his property |
by the Terrorists and then grotesquely
forced by them into & marrlage with
hls own servant. The story of “I’Abbé

Ivte of sans-culofferie and married to
a girl of the people chosen to personify

de In Kalson. With the Restoration
he was taken back inte the churchly
fold, and then interdicted from serv-
ing as a priest, but in the long run he
was piousiy buried as such. The long |
chapter dedicated to “Mademoiselle de'
Ia Chauviniere” is largely taken up
with the revolting tyranny practised
by her father, infamously assiduous in
guillotining the innocent, but before
M. Lenotre is through with the family
he exhibits it under the blast of retri-
hutlon,  The davghter inherits the
murderous triaits of her father and is
convicted of polsoning one of her kins-
folk. She is executed, but the wretch
really responsible for her wickedness
dies comfortably in his bed, A note
of pure and delicate pathos is struck
in “Angélique des Melliers,” the young
heroine of which loses her head under

' and

pecullarly romantic circumstances, and

the great blographer
time presonting, through his work, ma-
terial for a critical study of Greek his-
tory from the original sources. This
first volume on
“Plutarch the Biographer” and “Biog-
raphy Before Mlutarch,” which mike |t

contained 1wo essiays,

almost binding vpen the prospective
owners of thig third, and of the sec-
ond volume, to place It by thelr glde

on the ghelf, Ta be sure, each of the
three volumes s completo In Itself, but
the trilogy taken together presents a
complete survey of the fifth century
B. (", the grentest of classle Greece

while at the same |

f]-‘-rln:lrwni

The gecond volume, “Ciman and Peri- !

cles,” appeared two years ago, with

Professor Perrin's announcement that, |

If his evesight was spared him, the
third one, now issued, would follow in
due eourse of time., The completion of
the fourth volume, “Demosthenes and
Alexander,” he renounced then and
there, with all the more regret becase
he had already far advanced in his pre-

SCELLAR RATT IN CHILDHOOD.
(From n drawing by Saunler.)

paratory work and the gathering of
materials,

This serles of translations, then, ap-
peals allke to the lover of Greek tera-
ture and to the student of Greek his-
tory., The basic
ing, that of substituting for Plutarc
Greek-Roman  parallels, comparisons

between Greek contemporaries closely | boheminnlsm

assoclated in thelr perlods, was a happy
one:

Bince the principle of paralleling a
Greek with n Roman ls acknowledged to
be the least successful of Plutarch’s cop-
tributions to blegraphy, no apology s
needed for comparing and contrasting in
ench of the volumes of this serics (Wo
Greeks who were intlmately associated
with each other, and strong rivals of one
snutber In'e crucinl period of thelr coun-
try's history It in wh mote Instrue-
tive, historlcally at least, to contrast snch
powerful rivals as Themistocles and Aris-
tides, or Clmon and Perlcles, than to foree
comparisons  Letween Themlstocles and
Camillus, Arlstides and Marcus  Cato
Ymon  and  Lucullus, or Pericles and
Fablus Maximus; to contrast Niclas and
Alelbiad s, than W compare Nicins with
Crassus, or Alciblades with Corlolanus

ter on the seurces of Greek hla-
tory during the Peloponnesian war de-
lights one with such studles as that
of Thueydides, with its anaiysis of that

A few functionaries of | yumel” i= that of a priest turned aca-{llilntnrian's successive manners, and its

character, |

conirast hetween his work and that
of Xenophon, who undertook to com-
plete 1t after his death. The remarks
on Aristophanes and old Athenian
comedy are no less fellcitous; In short,
this js ripe echolarship, giving fullest
value to the student. The translation
geelts constantly to reproduce the spirit
of Plutarch the biographer: *“The easy
comfortable movements of Qs
thought, his attitude toward men who
are struggling with great problems of
life and destiny, his amiable weak-
nesses as & judge of historical evi-
dence, his relish fur the personal anec-
dote and the maol, his disregard of the

logic and chronology of evenls, his red roof nor green shutters, |s entered |
nafve appropriation of the Wierary {hy o young. Inexperienced hurglar, who
product of others, hia consummate art | receives a salutary lesson of morality
in making deeds and words, whether | fromn the experienced and venerable
authentic or not, portray & precon- | “Cellar Rat.”

celved characler—a more or leas jdeal-
jized character.” Thus spoke Professor
Perrin in the (introduction to the
“Themistocles and Aristides,” twelve

idea of the undertak- !lnr considered as a fine art,
h's | and away the best and most dl'th'.-l

|
l

|wlm h is dedicated to the memory of
Professor Perrin's introductory chap- | Mark Twain.

tlength

| familiar to us in this country

No |

gamble under proper safeguarde.
: Carlo

residents of Montae
are admitted to the gambling tables, |
anil no forelgners who have not ampla |
meney to pay their share of the taxes
and of the revenues of “la Soclétd |
Anonyme Hains Mer ot dh
Corele des Ftrangers & Monaca” 1t I8
sacond section of the

Heu dn

pancerning this
volume that one reserves his opinlon,
to put it as mildly as possible.  The |
annlyzes tha psychology of
gambling, describes at length the fo-
cilitles offered to it at Monte Carlo,
and the restrictions placed upon It; he|
dircusses Inrge winnlugs, and ascribes
large losses to man's inabllity to b |
content with «mall gaina—which, by
the way, Is the very weakness on which
M. Rlane bullt his expectatlons and
realized his milllons, As to the trag- |
edles of Monaco, It s eaplained at
that a great of thess |
gtories originate in blackmalling cam- |
palgns I'ntil gambling can ax-
tirpated from human nature, Mr. Smith
holds, it will be wisest tn control it as
it §a controlled at Monte Carlo, and
its suppression had better begin with
the stock exchange and the turf. The
theorv i& not new; in fact, It {97 quite

author

many

The deseriptions of the m!r:mtinngl
which Monaco offers to the visitor aside i
from its caslno—its famous theatre, 1t8 |
gardens, its beauties of land and sea |
and smiling sky-—are excellent, and

they are lavishly (Nustrated.

BURGLARY AS A FINE ART

The Life and Adventures of
“Rat de Cave."

Paris, December 20,

“Les Mémolres d'un Rat de Cave,” or |
the profession of plckpocket and burg- |
is by far |

fully ironleal gketeh of true Parlslan
that has sappeared for
many a year. “Rat de cave,” or "eel-
lar rat”—the slang term for those long
wax tepers wound on a spool which
gerve to explore wine vaults and dark
closets—Iis the nlckname for a juvenile
vagabond, son of professional burg-
tar, who relates his experiences gnd ex-
ploits in the form of “eonfessions,"”
which now and then are quite as philo-
sophical as those of Jean Jacques
Rousseau. The author, Maurice De-
kobra, 18 a profound and subtle oh-
and his quaint, dry humor fm-
charm to his novel,

BeTVEr,
parta singular

The Nittering flashes of "cellar rat”
cnst vivid sidelights into many obscure
nooks and corners of the Parisian lfe
of to-day. The “hero” begins his
career ns n “ecity tramp'—something
between & Gavroche and an “apache.”
He becomes a page boy In a smart all-
night restaurant, performs his obliga-
tory military service in a cavalry regl-
ment, returns to Paris as plckpocket
and burglar, undergoes & term of im-
prisonment, Is stricken with remorse,
reforms, |8 made city reporter on "The
Twillght,' tries his hand as dramatie
critle, and at last, by exerting his
natural wit and intelligence, attains
comfortable retirement in his old age.
His cosey little cottage, situated in a
fragrant flower patch in the environs
of Paris, ke that Imagined by Rous-
seau, painted white, but with neither

Thia clever, humorous
and essentially “human’ novel s pub-
fished by the Librairie Ambert, and is
admirably illustrated with upward of

fifly skelches by Saunier. C. L B

SOCALLED “ALCIBIADER"
OF THE VATICAN

(From n photograph of the bust in “FPlu-

Alefblades.)

tarch’s Nicins and

novel, which deserves the attentlon of
nll Americans who know and love the
#tory of the growth of thelr country,
and of the men and women who yent-

ured sver further Inte the wilderness,

WASTE.

Belng the Story of
Regnurrection of
By Alfred

Doubleday,

THE ROYAL ROAD

Iife, Death and

wd Hankey, of London
12mo, Y il

I}I,nu.

(llivant

Page & (

What makes
effective in the reading (2 ite nloofness,
Its which is that of the
conditions with which it deals. Edward
Hankey is n Cockney workingman,
who marrles and s happy for a littls
while. Young, with sufficlent strength
for his trnde, improvident in his pride
of home and wite and chlld, earning
gond wages, with steady work, he
gives no thought to the morrow that,
with increasing vears, brings diminish-
ing earning capacity. In Hankey's

this simple story go

lmpersonulity,

]

!

i

case the tragedy of the old age of the|

poor s hastened by that curse of their
heredity and environment, tuberculosis,
It I8 not the work that grows too
heavy for him, it is he who grows Loo
wesk for his work; this he seas plainly,

And g0 the descent from comfort to
indigence  hegins, step by step, Its
statlons marked by the =ign of the

pawnshop, until at last the alternatlye
confronting him the river the
workhouse,

The story benrs the stamp of direct
study from 1ife, study conduected
with sympathy and with a restralned
indignation at thinga that whose
solution lles as yet bevond our power,
much searching for betterment not-
withstanding. A tract of the times,
this, and gripping one also In Its
pleture of the brave little wife and of
the rocinllst phyelcian, whose life, and
his slster's, are given to a service that
cannot be & cure.

is or

{18

he,

LOYE AT FORTY.

THE MAN IN LONELY LAND
Kate Langley Bosher. 12mao, pp.
Huarper & Bros

Ry
152

This Is . mere novelette, whose scene
is Indd In this ety and Virginla, and
whose period is literally the present,

YOUTH.

“OELLAR RAT" _
(From n drawing by Saunler.)

IN

from Christmas to New Year, Mr.
Winthrop Laine has been descrilyd as
“an old man” to Miss Claudia Keith,
from Essex ( ounty, Va., and the intellj-
genee ls perfectly true from the polnt
of view of hia niece, who is seten years
old. In reality he is only forty, mml
Misg Keith—well, she is "going on o
thirty, Mr. Laine is a lonely man, for
the distractions of “society” have no
savor for him, He has put all thoughts
of marriage from him, and then—he
meets his mamed. sister's Bouthern

' form. They are mere episodes of love

|Ftidar Haggard Again,

guest at a moment when his only
friend, his beloved dog, has gone the
way of all flesh. It is all very easy
sailing, or, to use the stock figure of
speech, the road of love is made smooth
for him and her by the holiday shop-
ping expeditions on whieh he accom-
panies her, by the spirit of the season,
by thelr shared love of horses, and—by
his nieca Dorothea, the girl of seven
with the disproportionate views on the
stuihject of age. She is a precocious
child in an altogether delightful and
natural way. The story's chief merit
lles in the xénuina.ulmpllcity of its

telling.

MORE SHORT STORIES.

THE FIRST HURDLE, AND OTHE
Frontisplece

RS,
in

I3y John Reed Scott. c
eolar by James Montgomery Flagg.
12mo. pp. 9%, Philadelphia: The J. B.

Lippincott Company.

Mr. Scott is the author of a trio of
lively tales of adventure, He now
ventures for the first time into the
field of the short story, and emerges
with no enhancement of his reputation,
iIf ajgo with no particular harm to it.
(iathered, one takes it, from the fugl-
tive pages of a magazine, thesa eleven
tnles amply fulfilled their primary ‘pur-
pose of entertalnment there. They
hardly called for preservation in book

and adventure, covering a multitude of
situations, but always without origi-
nality of Invention in plot or in the
delineation of character. They are but
varied repetitions of etock subjects—
of a misunderstanding of courtship, of |
stolen papers of state, of gpeculation
and motor cars, 2and even of a triangle

Ve get an abundance of this =ort of
ephierieral fietlon in the magazines, an
endless supply that Is no sooner read
than It is forgotten, The mechanical
abllity to write this sort of thing has
heeomme commean property, but only a
few rise above the respectable aver-
Mr. Seott does not. His field
seoms to ba the larger one of the ro-
mantie novel. He hag done well in it
hefors now, he will no doubt do well in
it mgain. His briefer work lacks the
#pirit of his longer tales,
———— ——

BOOKS AND AUTHORS

Current Talk of Things Present

and to Come.

Mr. Owen Wister {s just now busy
with a novel which {s calculated to
rause some exclitement in Philadelphia
and In other American cities as well,
The hook is a political study of Phila-
delphia. 9
Mearedith's Puzzles.

Those who are baffled by the mean-
dering obscurities of George Meredith's :
verse will appreciate Laureate Austin's |
desgeription of hls strugglea to zri.s;’:i
the poet's meaning. He says that when
Meredith read to him from manuseript
“The Empty Purse” he had not the
taintest conception what It was aboul.
He remembers a visit at Meredith's
house, when he besought help from the

age.

poet's daunghter in the interpretation
of n sonnet by "Papa.” Daughter ami[
guest had to give it up, and when the
poet eama [n and was appealed to ha]
shed lttie If any more light on It, and |
ended by saying: “It means some-
thing like that,” He once sald to Aus-
tin, “No one values or admires lueld-
{ty more than 1 do,” and he certainly
ecould be jucld {f he chose to be, Aus-
tin continues: “He had, It always
geemed to me, two waye of writing,
the mnatural and the Meredithian.
Every time [ went to see him he began
by talking to me in Meredithese, prob-
ably because he had been writing it all
morning. But, _as I talked lke the
proverblal plain man, he soon did the
snme, without any detriment to the
play of his mind and his llluminating
treatment of whatever subject we
touched on."”

Petroglyphs and Pictographs.

The latest discoveries of primitive
art in Buropean caves have no doubt
suggested to H. G, Spearing, of Queen's
(‘ollege, Oxford, the preparation of &
bhook which is coming from the Put-
nams' press. It s called “The Child- |
hood of Art” and deals with the crude
pictures and decorations left by pa-
leolithic and neolithic man on rock
walls, pottery, metal, eto,

A new novel by Sir H, Rider Hag-
gard 15 something to stir to pleasant
antlfelpation the most fatigued reader
of fictlon. One from his pen {8 now in
the press of Longmans, Green & Co.
1t 18 entitled "Child of Storm.”

Statues to Authors.

The Interesting fact Is noted that
statues to poets In Parls exceed In
number thoss that have been raised
to any other class of celebrities. There
ars fifty of them. Wrlters of prose
come next to the number of forty-
saven, and thirty-nine painters follow.

Not Work.

The writers of storles, long or short,
who have heen oceupying for a decade
past so large n ehare of public atten-
tlon, may find more or less meaning
in the story told of the little son of &
popular novelist. He “was recently
asked what work he was golng to do
when he was @ man, 'Oh’ he replied,
‘I'm not golng to work at all’ *Well,
what are you golng to do, then™ he
was asked, ‘What?' he repeated se-
rlously. ‘I'm just golng to wrlte storles,
ke daddy.""

Byron in a Play.

A Belgian diplomat, the Comte A.
du Bols, has written a four-act play
the hero of which I8 Lord Byron. The
real Incldents In the poet's life have
not been used, the author's aim having

been to paint his character. The
heraolne of the play 1s a fetitious
Molly Blackwell, A correspondent of

“The Pall Muall Gazette” says of the
plot:

The first act shows Byron surrounded
by a hunting party in the Gothie Hall of
!\_(-wamuq Abbey. Hobhouse and the
Comte d'Orsay ara there, his two Intl-
mate (riends.  Molly Blackwell, playmate
of his youth, is about to marry Everard,
i type of sporting saquire, and Byron |2
furious out of plqued pride rather than
any real sentiment for the glrl. KEverard
mortally offends him by calling him “the
leme man" One of the scenes represents
the poet drinklng from a skull, to the/]
hireor of o clergyman present.  This
Freneh Byron 18 a morose creature, push-
Ing pride 1o the pelnt of ferocity,

Molly  Blackwell becomes lils  wife,
thanks to the Intrigus of Lady Lamb,

o wis to revenge the poet’s neglect

w o
of herself by plotting his unhappl
& marriago. Ifollr tl'ltu nollonp:nﬁ-dhill;

she has been instigated thereto
language of the poet, which she
e one sl o
dying wife. ¢ o)
Great National Library.

There Is to be established In Lajp.
zig, we are told, a library wherein wig
be collected the whole literature of the
German Empire In German and in for-
eign languages issued from January
1, 1918. Those works begun befors
this year will be completed, so far ag _
possible, by the addition of the party”
issued earlier. Journals in the Ger.
man larguage and pictorial representa-
tions, with or without writing, will he
on file, music and daily papers being
excluded.”

The Hundred Best Books.

An excellent subject for dehate s
Mr. Pett Ridge's semi-humorous ad.
vice to schoolboys to “aveld the onme
hundred best books, becnuse the proba-
hle result of reading those one hundred
best books would be the one hundred
worst headaches,” Continuing, he oh-
served that Dickens, Scott and Thack-
eray were all gold and that nothing
had done so much for the eradication
of selfishness and the fostering of
henevolence as Dickens's “Christmas
Carol,” which probably took two morn-
ings to write,

American Slang.

The assertion of the Danish Profes-
sor Hanarf that “Americans are the
Romans of the future and that they
are the authors of A new tongue which
will take the place of Britain's Eng-
lish” has stirred Englishmen into an
unnecessarily mournful consideration
of “United Btates English.” One of
them thinks that our slang words and
phrases and our metaphors based on
slang have developed go far that “the
ordinary Englishman would find the
headlines, at least, of most American
papers unintelligible, whilst ha would
certainly be unable to read many of
the ultra-modern humorous short
storles without a glossary.”

Stories by Anne Sedgwick.

A book of short stories by that wery

clever American novelist, Anne Doug~

las Bedgwick (Mrs. Basil de Belincourt)
{s to be one of the early publications

“the

of this year. It is to be issued by the
Century Company.
Of Nogi.

Holt will publish in February Mr.'
Stanlay Washburn’s book about the
late General Nogl, & warrior whoge lifs
and death were truly dramatie, Mr.
Washburn was with the general during:
most of the war in which hs so great-
ly distinguished himself. The book s
to be entitled “Nogi: A Man Agalnst
the Background of a War."

BOOKS OF THE WEEK.

ART AND ARCHITECTURE.

COLONTAL ARCHITECTURE. By Frank
"ousins. Introduction by Glenn Brown,
1. A. 1. A. Beriss 1. Fifty Salom Door
ways. (Doubladay, Pagas & (0.}

A ecollaction of plates {lustinticg tl
types of doorways erect ed In Ealom, e

in the period between 1745 and 1520
deseriptive notes and historieal dat

THE OLD COLLEGES OF OXFORD L
Architectural ¥istory Tllustrated i-De
scribad, By Aym Vallancs, tiriel o
legan, M, A, Folio, pp. xxxlyv, 184, 4 harles
Berlbner's Sonu.)

——— F-
EDUCATIONAL,

A TEXTBOOK IN THE HISTORY OF MuD
RN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION With
Fmphasis on Echeol Practics in |3 it
to Bocinl Conditione. By Bumuel | hester
Parker, 12mo, pp. xxiv, 005 1 Roston
Qinn & Co.)

A continuous, connected narrative of
{nstitutlonal developments

OUTLINES OF EUROPEAN
PFart 1L From the Opening of
1eenth Century ‘o the Present Da
Jamea Harvey Robinson and h
Beard. 12mo, pp. Ix, H563 { Baston:
& Co,)

RBased on the authors' “Davelopment of
Modern Furope.”
A BOURCE BOOK OF ANCIENT HISTORT.

I T‘ISTOP
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¥

B

“OELLAR RAT" IN OLD AGR
(From a drawing by Baunier)

and
e

asuxll-
.t:u“ Ancient

By George Wlilis Wotaford, Fh D
Liilte Shaw Hotsford, !2me, pp X
(The Macm!llan Company.}

Primarily intended to serve
jary to Botsford's “History eof
World."

ESSAYS.

MANNING; THE DECAY OF
FRANCE; THE INST ™
OF FRANCE. Thres Essays. By John Ed-
wird Courtenay Bodley, Corresponding Mess=
bor of the Institute of France With phote-
gravure portrait. Bve, pp. 3vil, g58,  (Long~
mans, Green & Co) .
Founded upon thres lectures wiven at the
Roval Institution in 1911

FICTION.

THE FORMER COUNTESS,
the French Revolution
Vila, Ilustrated. 12mo, pp. 227
Sherman, French & Uo.) 5

THE MODERN HELOISE. By Alfred Bueh-
anan. 12mo, pp. 886, (The G w. Dillng-
ham Company.}

Hased upon the query, Is marriage an &ll
soltitely Irrevocable step, and If so ought

CARDINAL
IDEALISM IN

A Romance of
By Annle Flelée
(Boston:

o be? J
FOLK TALES OF BREFFNY, By B H&
12 Cvill, 196, (The Macmillan 1l
pany.)
Twenty-six stories of Irish falkiore, ll';
les baing *“The Cow of & Wide®
Braffay,'" “'Nallagh's Cnild,”" “The Enchan?
Hare,”" *“The New Dack of Cards’ and
Lifting of & Chid."
LITERATURE.
LITERARY INFLUENCES IN COLONIAL
NEWSPAPERE, 17041750, By Bl
——

AND PUBLICATIONS. _

__ BOOKS
HENRY VAN DYKE'S
THE UNKNOWN QUANTITY

A Book of Romance and Some Half
Told Tales. ;

BOOK:

MONTGOMERY'S NEW 5
CHRONICLES OF AVONLEA

By, the author of

“ANNE OF GREEN GABLES” E%
Of which over 300,000 copies have bued i
Net $1.25. Postpeid $1.40
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